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APCO members built the first land mobile two-way
radios and systems. Industry and the FCC stepped in.
The battle for spectrum was joined, and technology
forced changes in concepts and planning. A more effec-
tive APCO organization was necessary. State and local
government officials began clamoring for radios in oth-
er of their functions.

APCO had to be more representative. The GREAT
BATTLE for changing the name and objectives of the
Association began.

Friends screamed at friends. States fumed at states,
and officials wrung their hands.

The angels in blue
threatened every-
body who didn’t
wear a shield pinned
to a uniform. It was
simply the end of the
world. APCO was
doomed.

When need 1s ap-
parent, order pre-
vails. Active mem-
bership requirements
were amended at
a national Confer-
ence, and the name
was changed from
“Police™ to “Public
Safety.” The name
was changed back to “Police™ at the very next year’s
Conference. Then, the name was changed back to
“Public Safety” again at the following year’s
Conference. This time it stuck. How senseless, and yet
how so necessarily evolutionary, it all seems now.
Three years of debate. All done in good faith.

Then came the need for a fixed national office.
Another great battle was joined. The office was finally
started. How senseless, too, was this argument when
viewed from this date. Again, it was all done in good
faith. Argument helps restate the problem and points to
better means.

ASAE now says, hey, APCO members, you’ve done
well in the past, but the future is upon you. It’s time you
moved on again. Those footsteps you hear coming up
from the rear will trample you if you don’t keep mov-
Ing. You're now preparing to be a world player. You’ve
got to prove that you're going to continue to be compe-
tent in meeting fast-moving challenges at home. What
better way 1is there to prove that you can do as well any-
where?

The only purpose of this little history lesson is to
prepare you for the fact that you're not the only APCO
member who has faced such important decisions.

There’s a mes-
sage that shines
steadfastly through
those past tumul-
tuous days. Your
predecessors, no
matter their person-
al feelings, listened,
read and took part.

They made diffi-
cult decisions based
on facts rather than
on emotions.

You’'re going to
be getting such
facts in your own
time. As the months
pass, you, yourself,
are going to be making APCO history. You’re going to
do that by carefully considering all the information
you'll be reading in the APCO Bulletin. There will be
debates you’ll take part in at Chapter, Regional and
Annual Conferences.

[sn’t that something?! Make your plans now to attend
coming APCO functions. This next year will be so in-
teresting that APCO meeting attendance probably will
double. In the meantime, watch the Bulletin.

[sn’t it exciting?!

Read, listen and attend.

You’re a player! m
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